Extemporaneously compounded sterile medications: relevance of new United States pharmacopeial standards to pain clinicians.
The United States Pharmacopeia (USP) is the United States' congressionally authorized book of standards for pharmaceutical manufacturing in the United States. The most current edition of the USP includes a new chapter entitled Pharmaceutical Compounding-Sterile Preparations that sets standards for all health care professionals who prepare, store or dispense sterile preparations. Extemporaneously compounded sterile formulations are sometimes needed for symptom control in pain and palliative practice. The implications and relevance of this new USP chapter to pain and palliative care clinicians-and the importance of all clinicians understanding the implications of how their patient's compounded sterile products are prepared-are discussed.